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along the line starting from the middle points of the sides.
At the higher pressures this is practically the only direction
in which cathode rays can be detected ; at very low pressures,
however, cathode rays can be detected coming from the corners
of the triangle as well as from the middle points of the sides.
Few, if any, however, are given out in any intermediate direc-
tion. The positively electrified particles stream off at all
pressures from both the corners and middle points of the sides,
but not from the intermediate positions. The most abundant
stream comes, as for the cathode rays, from the middle points of
the sides, but the disproportion between the streams from the

FIG. 38.

corners and from the middle points of the sides is nothing
like so large as for the cathode rays, so that the ratio of positive
to cathode rays is much the greatest at the corners of the
triangle.

A simple method of demonstrating the existence of retro-
grade rays, and also of the places at which the positive rays
originate, is that already described (see p. 15), founded on the
difference between the phosphorescence of lithium chloride
under cathode and positive rays. When lithium chloride is
struck by cathode rays, the phosphorescence is a steely blue
giving a continuous spectrum. When struck by rapidly
moving positively electrified particles the phosphorescence
is a rich deep red, and the red lithium line is very bright ind when a
